August 23, 2011
Dear Parents,

The CMSE eighth grade core teachers are pleased to have your child as a student for the 2011-2012 school year.  We look forward to a productive year with your child as he/she completes the last year of middle school and prepares for high school.  

Please read the information attached to this letter.  Should you have any questions about eighth grade policies and procedures, please contact the eight grade team leaders, Mrs. Hernandez (dhernandez@coppellisd.com) or Mrs. Deranger (aderanger@coppellisd.com)

Our common goal is to provide a positive learning environment in which your child can succeed.  We appreciate your cooperation toward this goal for it is only through a cooperative effort of home and school that your child can achieve his/her potential.

Sincerely,

Denise Hernandez, Math/Team Leader
           
Alicia Deranger, Math/Team Leader 
dhernandez@coppellisd.com



aderanger@coppellisd.com
Donna Arnold, Math




Chris Gollner, Science darnold@coppellisd.com



cgollner@coppellisd.com
Heather Aston, Language Arts


Eric Parraz, Science
haston@coppellisd.com



eparraz@coppellisd.com
Bill Bush, Language Arts



Belinda Axe, Science

bbush@coppellisd.com



baxe@coppellisd.com
Jim Burrows, History




Timilyn Whiteman, Language Arts

jburrows@coppellisd.com



twhiteman@coppellisd.com
Whitney Neal, History
Ms. Li, Mandarin Chinese
wneal@coppellisd.com



jguo@coppellisd.com
Raneta Ansley, BIM/Yearbook/Media

Wes Shivers, History

ransley@coppellisd.com



jshivers@coppellisd.com

Phillip Siebenmann, Spanish 

psiebenmann@coppellisd.com






EXPECTATIONS

1. Be prompt.

2. Be prepared.

3. Be polite.

4. Be a promoter of the learning process.

CONSEQUENCES FOR FAILURE TO FOLLOW CLASSROOM RULES

1.  TEACHER ADMINISTERED DISCIPLINE

The teacher will give a verbal warning as deemed appropriate.  The teacher will assign conduct marks as deemed appropriate.  Conduct marks will be cleared after each six weeks.
Recorded conduct marks:


3 marks = teacher detention 



4 marks or more = office referral
2.  PRINCIPAL ADMINISTERED DISCIPLINE

Severe or perpetual disruptions will result in an office referral.
Severe Clause:  In case of severe misbehavior such as fighting, vandalizing, defying a teacher, or stopping the class from functioning, the student will be referred immediately to the principal.

KEB: Keep East Beautiful- KEB will be assigned for the following: tardies (3 tardies in a six weeks and for each tardy after that) and gum chewing. KEB is Monday through Thursday from 3:30 to 4:00.

FNL: Friday Night Live- FNL will be held each Friday from 3:30 to 5:30 for those students that fail to complete their work during the week.

CITIZENSHIP GRADE

Each student begins the six weeks with a citizenship grade of S.  Conduct marks affect the grade as follows:


0 – 3 marks       
S – SATISFACTORY


4 marks
N – NEEDS IMPROVEMENT


5 or more marks
U – UNSATISFACTORY

To be eligible for a citizenship grade of E, or EXCELLENT, students must have:


No conduct marks (which includes tardies)


No late work


No zeros

To be eligible for A Honor Roll or A/B Honor Roll, students must have an E or S in citizenship in all classes.

MAKE-UP WORK

Students shall be required to make up all assignments, labs, or tests after absences.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out the assignment and to make up the work within the allotted time period.  Per school policy, students have one day for each day absent to make up any work missed during an absence.  It is always to the student’s advantage to make up work promptly.  Students may be required to make up tests, labs, etc. before or after school.   

Late Work
Work will be accepted one day late with a 30 percent reduction in the assignment’s grade.  If the assignment is not turned in on the second day, the student will receive a zero and must attend FNL to complete the assignment for a maximum score of 50 percent.  
RECOGNITION AND AWARDS
Students who excel will be recognized throughout the year.  Each six weeks, each core teacher will select two All-Star Students from his/her classes.  All-Star Students exhibit the following qualities:  participate in class, have a positive attitude, willingly complete all tasks, demonstrate a desire to learn, provide a role model for other students, cooperate with teachers and other students, improve greatly from one six weeks to the next.  All-Star Students are honored at the All-Star Luncheon at school at the end of the six weeks.

Students who stand out above their peers in the areas of pride, attendance, citizenship, and effort are recognized as monthly PACE award winners.  These students are honored at the All-Star Luncheon at school at the end of the six weeks, too.

At the end of the school year, A Honor Roll, A/B Honor Roll, and Perfect Attendance awards will be distributed.  Please be aware that honor roll requires citizenship grades of E or S in all classes.  Furthermore, students excelling in the different academic areas as well as the overall outstanding eighth grade boys and girls are honored at the close of the school year, too.
TUTORING

There will be a Learning Lab located in the library and computer lab.  It will be available to all students Tuesday through Thursday:  7:00 – 7:30 AM and 3:20 – 3:50 PM.  Time in the Learning Lab will also be assigned to students falling behind in content areas and/or students not completing their work.

A student may also make an appointment with his/her teacher for individual tutoring.

ASSIGNMENT AGENDA

We are asking that each student purchase an agenda from the school.  This assignment book serves as an organizational tool for the student as well as a means of communication between teachers and parents.  

